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Philosophy of Special Education
Purpose of Schooling
The purpose of schooling for special education is enabling students in successfully developing their full potential through the provision of free and suitable public education which is in compliance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or IDEA as has been implemented by the DoD Instruction 1342.12, “Provision of Early Intervention and Special Education Services to Eligible DoD Dependents.” 
Schooling for children with special education needs must look into the five major trending issues including early intervention and prevention, technology, transition planning, teacher licensure and placement.  The present conditions of special education are really grim. There is a lack of special education teachers, the infrastructure and needs, facilities provided to teachers is low plus there is a general low level of awareness amongst the parents and teachers for special education.
Nature of Learners
All children can learn no matter what their needs, aspirations, disabilities and challenges.  The increase in inclusive schools all around supports the view that all children are welcome and that all children can learn regardless of their ethnicity, gender, their socio economic background or even their special education needs. To ensure meaningful education the needs, aspirations, values and interests in motivating and supporting student learning. As per 2013 federal data, inclusion is on the rise in the schools all around the country. (Report,2016)
Special Education Curriculum
There is a continued push towards including the students with special needs in the general education classroom. With this push also comes the need to expand or improve the special education curriculum and improve learning and student’s experience. Even though there are major improvements in the way inclusion is happening, it is important that instructional techniques are improved continuously thereby also inculcating modern learning in the traditional curriculum.
Instructional Methods
The instructional methods that shall prove to be the best methods for instruction for special education children are: through formation of small groups, creation of classroom centers, blending the fundamentals with specialized instruction, trying in with thematic instructions, rotation of lessons and providing with distinctive materials and books for such children. 
There must be an adaptive environment for such students. Instructions must be verbal, visual and written. The determination of accommodations like oral testing instead f written testing, use of audio visual resources and not that of textbooks.
Class room Management
Classroom management for children can be quite tricky and difficult in case if the appropriate management techniques are not followed.  Strategies like using computer based programs, setting up the classroom desks, posting classroom rules in simpler terms, increased use of visual aids etc can be helpful and beneficial for the students.
Assessment Techniques
The assessment of children with special education needs can be very difficult and challenging. Students with ADHD and autism tend to struggle majorly in their performance. However the importance of assessments can also not be undermined as they provide an opportunity to demonstrating skill, understanding and knowledge of the students.
Some of the alternatives for assessments are:
Conferences, presentations, observations, interviews, through self assessments and performance tasks
Professional relationships with family and community
Families are an integral part for children with special needs. It is not possible to teach such students without the help of the family in question. The reasons are simple. There are unique conditions and circumstances as regards raising such a child which the families of other children do not experience. Establishment of meaningful relationships is a critical aspect in the teaching of such students. The first step in this regard can be done thorugh spending time with the families understanding and discovering what their wishes and concerns are	and hearing what their children are able to do at home. 
The following guidelines can be helpful:
· Recognition of the family as something constant in the life of the child.
· Facilitation of collaboration between the professionals and their families.
· Honoring and respecting the diversity of the family and their children
· Recognizing the strengths of the family and the various approaches which the families might use to cope up with
· Sharing of unbiased and honest information with the members of the family on a continuous basis
· Acknowledging of incorporation the developmental needs of the children and other members of the family into practice
· The design and implementation of the services which are accessible easily and linguistically and culturally respectful.
· They must be flexible and responsive coupled with based upon the needs of the specific families.
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